TEENTY-RINTE 4HBUAL

iE JEFFIRSON OOUNTY BCLED OF ZLBOTIONS.

TO THE JEF

T0 THE SECRETARY OF THE BTLTE OF NEY YORK:

In conformity with Section 34 of the Elaﬁtion Law
of the Stete of Hew York, the Bogrd of Elections of Jeffsrson County
herewith submits its report for the year 1940, to the aeeretarf'af SGtate
end to the Board of fupervisors of Jefferson County. There will be
found hereln, as required by law, & statement of voters snrolled with

gach part the totsl registration of votsrs, the vote of the Zpring
k » 2 &

» r;

nd

i

Fell Primaries snd the Osnerel Blection, includin % the slection of
presidential e2lectors.

The dutles snd funectione of the Board of Zlections
ars governed by more than 350 separate snd distinet sgetions, coemprising
the Zlection Lew) designed to regulesre down to the finest detall, the
sonduct of all slsctions.

Gnly those who are directly connscted with the Board
of Elections Offlce realize how &ifficult snd oneocus are ths functions
snd scope of the Fleetion Law and of the office.

#%e have definite ressons which besr out our stete-
ments that the Jefferson County Board of Flections his {ollowed out all
provisions of the Election Law which are mandstory ﬁith remarkeble
intelllgence, thorcughness and dispetch, to the end that all vacancies
for public @ffiée end party positions have bsen filled and that the vote (fﬂ

of ©8ll electlions were correctly cesnvessed, znd & true and seeurste count

given to esch candl ate,



The 1839% Reglstration of 11178 in the Cilty of Yetertown and
the 1838 vote of 19620 in the 22 towns of the county constituted the
totsl enrollment of 30755. The following is the party senrollment of

1640: :
Blank &

Clty TEE Rep 3638 Dem 38 4. L. 262 Veid
Towns 13604 BEER &4 350

—— ————— .
Total 20841 2E60 B2 818
County - '

CPFICIGL SPRING PRIEARY ZLROTICH, 4PHIL 2nd, 1940,

Beesuse of the Lpring Frimsriss, which coeur in Presidential

ears, it was necessary to complete the snrollment
¥

t
wnieh wes the first day teo circulste designating ps

fedn

itions, 7This grest
task wes completsd on time, and we are heppy to advise thet we do not
know of one error, either in the reglsters or in the printsd coples

of the enrollment,.

inhe intense uetivitles of the capdidates for ecounty committeemen,
caused 200 changes, which were entered in the Zarcllment Reglszters,

in this Primsry, there were 384 deslignsting petiticons with

£4 contests, wnlch neesssiteted examinetion, passling upon, Tiling,

x

ccunting end entering in the Hscord Book. the nazes and addrssses of

ali candidates deslgnate ﬁ or nomineted,

Postale were mmiled to the 384 cendldstes, notifying them of

to 234 meambers of vscsncy commitiess, notifying then
i

-

a
of the dais when positicne would be drawn by let Tor plmess on the ballots.

Trhere were 38280 bellcts printsd, which included 194 different
ballots.
The following party positions wsre slectad:
Twe District Delesgstes to the Netlonsl CUoavantlon
Two itlternste dletrict Belegetes te the ¥stionsl Convention
fne Hember of Steste Jompitites (Mzls)

One Henber of State Committee (Fsmele)
Tywo Hembers of the lounty Committee in sach of the 956 election districts,



The following is the Spring Primsry Vote:d

Civy 1088 Hep 528 Den il imerlean Labor
Towns 2EES 608

Total 3353 1134 i1

Count

o]
malled to the slscisd candldintes,

’ng o EE 93’%
Fursusat to the provisions of the Flectlen Lew, the Board of

Zleetione ssrves during the month of ifugust, ss & Board of Usntral

Gegistration, Thers were £34 volers who centrally psresonally reglistsrad
in this oflices. hese volsrs slso snrolled snd mads epprlieation for

@

absentse voterse' bsllots. 48 & compsrison, we might meke mention the

£2

feet that in 123¢, there were 76 Central Heglstrsitlons.
C. Uo ¥o and Veteraens Heglstretions.
sbout B0 mppliestions for regzistration and sbsentse bellots
were recelved from C. ¢. U. Cazps snd from Vetersns' Buresu Hospitals,

Yery few, if any, voters indicated thelr elsetion district sand this

OFFICia aRY ZLaGTIOR, SEBF %R 1Tth, 1940.
From the period bvetween the Spring FPrimery snd iugust 17th,

20¢ chenges wvere entersd ln the Earollment Fezlsters,

In this Primery, 26 petitions, contelning 91 eszndidates were

Tiled. There wes bul one ecntest. etitiones were thorsughly ehecked
and entsred in the fecord Book., PFPostals scknowledging flling of patiticne

were meliled to ths eaméiéat@s.

There were $BE70 ballete printed, which included four differesnt
bellcts.

The following public offices wares nominsted:

@aprweautative in longress :
State Zenstor N
Heabsr of msa@mbly

dpeclal Gounty Judge

surrogste

County Treesurer



AN IR IAARSIRTIRARART ML T e

Justice of the Psace snd Superintendsnt of Highways in the Town of ¥llne.
- Trhe following party positions were elected:
Republican, 16 Delegates and 16 islternste Delegstes to the State lenventlen
16 Delegstes snd 16 ilternste Delegsetes to the Fifth Judielsl
District Convsntion ,
Demecrat, 5 Delegetes and B slternste Delegates Lo the itste Convention
& Delegstes and & Alternste Eal@gat@ﬁ to the 2ifth Judicisel
District Convention

imeriesn Lsbor, Two Delegstes snd 2 islternste Delegates to the State
Convention

The fell wing is the Fall Primsry Vote:

ity 1077 ZRep 188 Dem 1} smericsn Labor
Towns 2804 254 ‘ g

Totsml ”' . -

County 3881 540 13

Following the Primsry 91 Detsrminstione on postsl cards wers

meiled o the slected cmndidetas,

SELEQTIVE SEEVICE REGISTHR.LTION.

In early September, our office was sdvised by Governor Lehman
thvt sll Boerds of Flections in this State would be charged with supere
vision snd sdministretion of reglistrastion in thes Sslsective Eerviée Flen,
wherein a1l males, citizens snd alliens mlike, within the sgss of E1 te 3b6
inclusive would be reguired to register personally. The purpose of this
registration wes to indlcste those who might be ecslled upon for milisery
training in the Fedsrzl mervice.

Pursusnt to & regusst by the Governeor, which ls tentemount to a
command, Commissionsr Hott and Clerk, Miss Srant, sttended & meetling in the
Executive Chombers, albsny, N, ¥., when instructions znd assignment of
all dutiaa in connsction with the Selective Registration were given by
the Governor and the adYutent-Ganersal,

The Boerd of Flectlons was charged with ths procuremsnt and
preparation of polling places znd with tha‘natifiﬁatian and dirsction
of inspeetors of eleection for the Upreilsl Regiatration. |

Inapsetors donsted thelr services snd the ownsrs of polling
places contributed the rentals. The town clerks slso grestly asslsted

in the RBeglstration.



&lth@ugh this extre work came st s time when we were extremely
busy with the lurgest Regulsr Reglistretion in th&‘histsry of our gounty,
we are plemsed to sdvise thet the task wmas psrformed very satisfectorily
and that no extra help was smployed. The grestsct svidence which
contributes to our delectation is the fact thet we did not recelve one

ecmplaint or & reguest for & correction from the state depsriments.

GERERAL ELECTION, NOVIMPER 5%h, 1940,
Iaring the yesr, &gﬁrﬁximataly‘?&ﬁ spplications fér'absgnt@a
-ﬁaliets were recelved. Hach application was cerefully serutinized in
érﬁ@r that the reesons so ststed on the sppliestions sre in zecordance
with the provisions of the Hlection Law.

sbout 52 epplicstions wsre rejected by this Board, bscause
applicant's resson for requssting sn absentee ballot déid not comply with
raquir&mﬁnts &0 stated on the application blank. These 62 voters ware
immediatsly netifi@ﬁ by this Besrd that their application had bsen
rejected and the reason given for such ﬁwaial.

The reports of nsurly 50 hotels, baﬁréiag ‘and r@eming h»aaaa
waere th@rmughly checksd and assigned to tha proper ﬁi&triats.

This office endured mueh anxiety caussd by the Uommunist ?arty
aaﬁiti@na on the ballot., It was not until one week bsfore the election,
?cllaw&ng a ceurt's declislon, thet we were sble to proceed with the
printing of the face of the voting muchines and the ﬁsa@aaary suppiles.
}ﬁsrk héﬁ to be rushed and the print:rs worked ﬁi@ht& ;n order to have.
the ballots and stzlements resdy for the slection.

The Gtate Legislature in specisl session, Lecauss af inersssed
regletration throughout the State, psssed an sct under whiech pﬁlliag
places were kept cpen three additional neurs for voting.

The 95 voting maechinss used in the Gensral Electlion worked
perfectly snd reports revealsd that fewer complsints were received than
in previous yesrs, and there ware none of & serious ah&r&atéé.

This sffica has grave concern besosuse ta»ra is not ane
smergency mechine far the 88 éiatriata of the towns. Fa hava advised your
- Bosré of thi@ gserioys situstion znd we sgzin c&li it to yaur ﬁtt@ﬁti@&

in order thet we mey be relleved of sny responsiblility in the msiter.



. cg_—

The following ofElces were voted Tor on the voting
machines for the General Zlections

President and Vice-Prasident, 47 HElectors

Three 4sssceliamte Judges of the Court of ippesls

Unlited States Senstor

Twe Repressntatives ipn Ccongress et Largs

Une Justlce of the Supreme {ourd

Represasntative in Congress

Gtate Senstor

Hember of Asssubly

-Bpeselal County Judge

Surrogate

County Treasurer :
Justice of the Feamce and Superintendent of Highways in Antwerp end Yilns.

gv Fursuant to Ssetion £T73-8, The Commissionsrs of
ilactiana and the custodlaons have rscanvassed every ons of ths B85 vmting
machines and have {ound but few slight errers, which have no mesterisl
effect on the vete of sny ¢endidate. In order fc svold extrs expense to
the ccunty, the Uommissionsrs heve welived thelr rights te zppolint & bi-
pariisan reca&v&ssiﬂg‘haaré and have performed ths recanvess themsolves.
The Tellowing shows the Beglstretion and vote for 18402

Sity 15407 Registration 150082 Vote

Towns 32534 28557
Total County 48941 40858

A

Durincg the year 507 certificetes of eitizenship Tor
ecitizens returning Trom Cenade were issued, ¥For these csrtificates, we
sollected $126,75, shich has bsen turned over to the county tremsurer,

#e heve endeavored throughout the yssr to sdminlster

e
o

the alfelirs of ocur eifics in & satisfzctory, yet econcmicsl menner, gnd in
this we feel thet we heve succssded. During the yasr, our prinhiﬁg forms
have been solicited by eight éiffer@nt sounties, because Jeffarson
County's low cost of printing has become knosn throughout the ﬁ%&te. de
undsrstend our forme have been amdeprted in thoss gountiss,
This Board wmishes te thank the members of your

“ﬁcnaraEX$ Board for your msny Tavors, and we extend to eamch member a maaé'
cordislinvitaticn to visit cur office at any time snd become secquainted in
the work in which wme zre angeged.

\ Hespectfully submitted,

¥ililiam K, Hott
Elle R. Qverten

Commissioners of Elsctions and {ustedians of
Primery Reecords of Jeffsrson vouaty

By Kste E, @rant, Clerk,
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the Election Law, the Board

of Elections, serves during the month of August, as a RBoard of Central

Registration. There were 234 voters who Centrally, personally registered
in our office duringz August. These voters also enrolled and made
application for absentee voters' ballots. As a comparison , we might

make mention of the fact that in 1939, there were 76 Central Registrations

-luc

C. C. C. and Veterans EHeglstrations

wn
ct

About 30 applications for Registration and absentee ballots

l_l.

were recelved Irom C. C. C. Camps and from Veteran Bureau Hospitals, Very
Tew, if any of thess voters indicated their election district and this
failure caused much trouble and work in our office.

e
(H
WL

From the perloa between the Snrlnr Primary and August 17th,
200 changes were entered in the Enrollment Re

-

In

his Primary, 26 petitions, contalning 91 candilates
were Iriled. There was but one contest. Petitions were thoroughly
checked and entered in Record Book. Postals acknowledging filing of

petitions were mailed to all candidstes.

°

There were 35870 ballots printed, which included four

o

ifferent Jallots.
The following publie offices were nominated:
Representative in Congress,

State Senator

Member of issembly,

Special County Judge

Surrogate

County Treasurer

Justice of the Peace and Superintendent of Highways in the Town of ¥Tilns

L5 e

The following party positions were elected:

Rep. 18 Delegales and 16 Alternate Delezates to the State Convention

16 Delegates and 16 Llternate “ele&abes to the Judicisl Convention
Dem )

Y
A. L, 2

2

The followingz is the Primery Yte:
City 1077 Rep 186 Dem 21 A, L.
Towns 2804 354 2
5381 540 13

Following the Primary, Determinations were mailed to 91
candicates.



O R N TR W e A ST T T e

Although this extra work came at a time when we were exbtremely

busy with tThe largest regular registration in the history of our county,
- «
we are pleased to advise \that task was performed very satisfactorily

%

and that no extra help Waé\employed. The zreatest evidence which
“x
contributed to our M is that we did not receive one

%
Y

_ \
complaint or a request for akgorrection from the state departments.
\ ,

Y
s
kY
s,
%
\(

k)
kY

1(
!

This offlce endured much anxiety%paused by the Communistg Party position
%

) . e . ;
on the ballot. It was not was not until one week Defore the election,

following a courts decision, that ﬁe were able to proceed with the

printing of the face of the Voting

%
4

achines anc the necessary supplies.

Work had to be rushed and the printers worked nights in ordsr to have

Y

ballots and statements ready for the election.

(S ]

he State Legislature iﬁ special session, because of the
increased rezistration throughout the é@ate, passed an act under wiich
pollint places were kep open three addi%ional hours for voting.

The 95 voting machines uSéd in the General Electlion worked
perfectly and reports revealed that fewef&complaints were received than
in previous years, and there were none ofia gserious characted.

This office has gave concerﬁ because there is not one
‘emergency machine f5r the 68 districts of tﬁg towns. We have advised

your Board of this serious situation and we again call it to your

attention in order that thisssffiss we may De relieved of any responsibility

5

in the matter,



OFFICIAL SIRING PRIMARY BEIECTICON, APRIL 2nd, 1940.
Because of the Spring Primaries, which occur in Presidential
ears, 1t was necessary to complete the enrolliment by January 16th, 1840,
2 >

which was the first day to circulate desisnating petitions. This grezt

=

task was completed on time, and we are happy %o édvise you, that we do not
know of one error, either in the registers or in the printed copies of
the enrollwent.

Because of the intense activities of the canditates Tor
county cormitteemen, 205 changes were entered in the Enrollment Registers.

In this Primary, there were 384 designating petitions with

24 contests, which necessitated, examinsation, passing upon, filing,
counting and enteringz in the ERecord Book, the names end addresses of all
cardidates desi;mnated or nominated.

Postals were mailed to the 384 candidates, notifying them
of the filing and receipt of their petitions. Postals were also
mailed to 78 contestants and to 234 members of vacancy committees,
notifying them of the date when positions would be drawn by lot for
places on the ballot,.

~There were 38290 ballots printed, which ircluded 194
.different ballots printed for the Spring Primary.

The following party positions were elected.

Two District Delegates to National Convention :
Two Alternate District Delegates to National Convention

1 Member of State Committee (Male)
1 YMember of State Committee (Female)

Two Members of County Committee in each of the election districts.

The following is the Spring Primary Vote.

o

City 1098 Rep 528 Dem 1l A. L.
Town 2255 606
Total
County
3353 1134 11

Following the Primary 386 Determinations on postal cards

were mailed to each elected candidate,



GENERAL ELECTION, NOVENEER 5th, 1940,
During the year, apovroximately 7OO applications for
g&osentee ballots were received, Each application was carefully
scerutinized in order that the reasons so stated on the application are
in accordance with the provisions of the Election Law,
About B2 applications were rejected by this Board, because

applic

0’)

nt's reason for requesting an absentee ballot did not comply with
requirements so stated on the application blank. These 82 persons were
immediately notified by this Board that their eprlication had been
rejected and the reason given for such denial.,

There were mailed by this office, 38 absentee ballots,

Weich 1s zbout double the number of pallots mailed in 1939,

Ha&iagataehinag
The reports of nearly 50 hotels, boarding ang rooming
houses were thorouzhly checked and assigned to the proper
districts,
Voting Machines = Selective Service Hegistration

Appointment and instruction of 25 custodians of voting
In early September, we were ag vised by the Governor trat
rachines, all Boards of ulectlons of New York State would have have

charge of the

In early Septeﬁbér, our office was advised by Governor Lehman thst all
Boards of Elections in this State would be charged with supervision and
administration of registration in the Selective Service Plen, wherein all
males, citizens and aliens alike,Awithin the ages of 21 to 35 inclusive
B8s8s would be reguired to register bersonally, The purpose of this
reglstration was to indicete those who mizht be called upon for mllltafy
training in the Federal service, .

Pursuant to g request by th $overnor, which is tantamount fo a
command, Commissioner lMott and Clerk Hiss Grant, attended a meeting in the
Executive Chambers, Alban s e Y., when Instructions sang assiznment of
duties were given by the zovernor and the adjutant-generai.

The Board of Elections was charged with the brocurement and
Preparation of polling places and with the notification and direction of
inspectors of election for the Special Regls tration.

Inspectors of Elections donated their services and the owners

of polling places contributed the rentals



